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Marketing Basics Checklist

Essential Foundation Knowledge for Small Business Marketing Success
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Before diving into advanced marketing strategies and expensive campaigns, it's crucial
to establish a solid foundation. This checklist covers 6 steps for the fundamental
marketing components every solopreneur and small business owner must have in
place. Complete each item to ensure you're building your marketing efforts on solid

ground.

Step 1: Understanding Your Market

Target Market: The specific group of people most likely to buy your product or service,
defined by demographics, psychographics, and behaviors.
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Identify your ideal customer (age, income, location, interests, pain points)
Research where your target customers spend their time online and offline
Understand your customers' buying journey from awareness to purchase
Analyze your top 3 competitors and their marketing strategies

Define what makes your business unique (unique value proposition)

Step 2: Brand Foundation

Brand Identity: The visual and verbal elements that represent your business including logo,
colors, fonts, tone of voice, and messaging.
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Create a clear, memorable business name and tagline

Develop consistent brand colors and fonts for all materials

Design a professional logo that works in various sizes and formats

Define your brand voice and tone (professional, friendly, authoritative, etc.)
Create brand guidelines document for consistent application

Step 3: Marketing Channels & Tactics

Marketing Mix: The combination of promotional tools and channels used to reach and
influence your target market.
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Understand the difference between digital and traditional marketing
Know the basics of SEO (search engine optimization) for your website
Understand how social media marketing works for business

Learn email marketing fundamentals and list building

Understand content marketing and its role in building trust

Know when and how to use paid advertising effectively

Step 4: Essential Marketing Tools & Setup

Marketing Stack: The collection of tools and platforms used to execute, track, and optimize
your marketing efforts.

v

Set up Google Analytics to track website traffic and behavior
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Create and optimize your Google My Business profile
Choose and set up an email marketing platform

Install social media tracking pixels on your website
Create professional social media business profiles

Set up a system to collect and manage customer reviews
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Step 5: Measurement & Analytics

Key Performance Indicators (KPIs): Measurable values that demonstrate how effectively
your marketing efforts are achieving business objectives.

Define your primary business goals (leads, sales, brand awareness)
Identify which metrics matter most for your business type

Set up conversion tracking for your most important actions

Create a simple dashboard to monitor key metrics monthly
Understand customer lifetime value and acquisition costs
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Step 6: Legal & Compliance Basics

Marketing Compliance: Adhering to legal requirements and industry standards in all
marketing communications and data handling practices.

Understand CAN-SPAM requirements for email marketing
Create privacy policy and terms of service for your website
Know GDPR basics if you have international customers
Understand disclosure requirements for sponsored content
Set up proper cookie consent and data collection practices
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What’s Next:

needed to invest confidently in more advanced marketing strategies. Keep
this checklist handy as a reference when evaluating new marketing
opportunities or tools.

i% Once you've completed this checklist, you'll have the essential foundation

consultation call.

Book Consultation

i% Still have questions? Book a free 15-minute Free Marketing Clarity Session
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https://usercentrics.com/knowledge-hub/can-spam-compliance/
https://usercentrics.com/us/knowledge-hub/does-gdpr-apply-to-the-us/
https://www.brandaxisconsulting.com/booking-calendar/marketing-clarity-session

